and Substance Abuse, WHO recently organized a meeting on "Mental Health Research in Developing Countries: Role of Scientific Journals" in Geneva on 20 and 21 November 2003 to address these issues. It was attended by a number of journals including the Revista Brasileria de Psiquiatria. The participants agreed to issue a joint statement that included a catalogue of ideas to guide follow-up actions by individual journals and editorial and international organizations. There is much that journals in LAMI countries can do to help themselves and each other. They can participate more actively in international communication on mental health (e.g. by inviting researchers from other countries to serve on review and editorial panels, developing twinning or pairing arrangements with established journals). They can strive to develop author (e.g. by offering support in preparation of articles, organizing workshops for researchers) and editorial (e.g. organizing workshops for reviewers and editors) capacity in the region. They could also focus on dissemination (e.g. online publication, publication of abstracts/summaries/articles in more than one language) and utilization of mental health research outputs towards improvement of mental health services and quality of care in the region (e.g. dissemination of information with public health relevance to policy makers and general media). They can only gain from these efforts as improvements in the standards of the journals often have the spin-off of attracting more quality articles and financial (and other) resources for the journal.
